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CENTLEMEN, 


AT your unanimous Requeſt, ſigni- 


fied to me in the moſt obliging manner, I now 


preſent you with the Diſcourſe preached on the 
Death of your late hanoured Paſtor, The agi- 
tation of mind ariſing from the loſs of ſo en- 
deared a Friend, and the many quocations which 
the ſettlement of his affairs occaſioned me, pre- 
vented my informing myſelf of ſome particulars 
of hrs Life, which have ſince come to my know- 
ledge: I have, therefore, made ſome few ads 
ditions to the latter part of the Diſcourſe. 
TI remain, 
With great reſpect and eſteem, 
Tour obliged humble. Servant, 
FAMES MANNING, 


| — — — — — — — — — 


ECCLESIASTES, 12. 7. 


Tien ſhall the Duft return to the Earth 
as it was, and the Shirit ſhall return 


_ unto God who gave it. 
M preſent appearance in this place, 
where have often ſtood with pleaſure, 
is now attended with very different feelings. 


Long, long have I lived in uninterrupted har- 
mony with your late Paſtor, and many are the 
inſtances of his friendſhip which at this mo- 

ment ruſh into my mind, and almoſt diſqualify 

me for the ſervice in which I am about to en- 


gage. Let us try what conſiderations the 
text may afford us to leſſen our affliction and 


ſupport our ſpirits. 


The author of the book of Eccleſiaſtes ap- 
pears to have taken great delight in ſtudying 
human nature, and in enquiring into the true 
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condition of Mankind, both with reſpect to 
this world and another. Indeed our enquiries 
would be ſuperficial and imperfect, if we con- 
fined them to the preſent world. There is no 
poſſibility of thoroughly underſtanding M an 
and Human Life, without conſidering his 
mortality and the ſucceſſion of ſome other 
ſtate of exiſtence. And aſtoniſhingly careleſs 
muſt thoſe perſons be, who do not ſometimes 
exerciſe their thoughts on this ſubject, and 
conſider it with all the attention of which 


they are capable. 


A change in the whole ſtate of man, ſo cer- 
tain, and ſo great as death introduces; ſo often 
forced upon our reflections by the Providence 
of God in the inſtances of others; a change 
naturally ſo much the object of our fear, and 
which we are every moment liable to undergo, 
ſhould, one would expect, be ſometimes 
ſeriouſly thought of by the moſt inattentive 
creature breathing. Solomon gives us a very 
plain 


B #2 
plain but ſtrong reaſon why it ſhould be fo. 
« It is the end of all men, and therefore the 
living ſhould lay it to heart.“ It commands 
our attention, beeauſe it is our certain and 
unavoidable doom. | 


What then is death, this great terror and 
univerſal fate of human nature, whoſe ſtroke 
hangs over us, and fills our minds with 
anxiety. What is this important criſis and 
change of being that ſtands before us, and 
| What is the condition to which man is reduced 
when he dies and ceaſes to be converſant with 
this warld? <> oe 


Solomon gives us a very ſhort but very com- 
prehenfive and diſtinct ſolution of this impor- 
tant queſtion in the words which I have read 
to you; at leaſt as far as men could modeſtly 
go upon ſure ground before life and immor- 
tality were brought to light by the goſpel. 


In 


(3) 

In the FR part of this book we have 
ſeveral very fine and important obſervations 
upon the lite of man, the diſpenſations of 
Providence, and the Nate of things in this 
world; and, as an inference from the whole, 
he concludes with exhortations to take hea- 
venly wifdom or religion as the guide of our 
lives, and to regulate our whole conduct 
through life, by the conſideration of our being 
reſponſible to God. To enforce theſe exhor- 
tations, eſpecially upon thoſe in younger life, 
he puts them in mind of the approach of old 


age, with all its Tong and dreary train of weax- 


neſſes and decays, which he deſcribes under 
the veil of an exquiſitely beautiful allegory. 
Remember now thy Creator (ſays he) in 
« the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh when 
« thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them.“ 
When pains and ſorrows ſhall ſucceed each 
other as the clouds return after the rain.” 
In thoſe days, the hands, thoſe once vigourous 
«© keepers 
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*« keepers of the houſe,” grown paralytic, 
© ſhall tremble, and the ſtrong men,” thoſe 
firm and able columns which ſupport . it, 
_ © ſhall bow themſelves,” and fink under its 
weight, and the external grinders” of the 
food, the teeth ſhall ** ceaſe becauſe they are 
few, a cloudy dimneſs ſhall veil the organs 
of ſight, ** they that look out of the windows 
ſhall be darkened. The doors, or valves, 


_ '** ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreets,” or alleys of the 
body, when the digeſtive powers are weaken- 


ed, and the ſound of the internal grinding 

is low.” Sleep if it light on the eye-lids of 
age will quickly remove again, ** and he ſhall 
riſe up at the voice of the bird,” ** All the 
daughters of muſic ſhall be brought low,” and 
he ſhall no longer be delighted with the voice 

of melody. Timidity and diſtruſt ſhall pre- 
dominate, and he ſhall be afraid of that 
which is high and fears ſhall be in the way,” 
and every trifle ſhall diſturb, every difficulty 


diſcourage him, and the almond tree,” or 
B „ 


( 00-3 
the hair whiter than its bloſſoms, „ ſhall 
flouriſh, and the graſshopper” or the ſlighteſt 
Inconvenience *© ſhall be a burden,” and de- 
range and depreſs the trembling, aching, 
exhauſted frame. The organs of ſenſe being 
vitiated and impaired, < deſire” and appetite 
 * ſhall fail, becauſe man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the ſtreets. 
The filver cord ſhall he looſed,“ the ſpinal 
marrow will be relaxed and loſe its tone, and 
„ the golden bowl,“ the receptacle of the 
brain ** ſhall be broken at the fountain” and 
% the wheel” or inſtrument of circulation 
e ſhall be broken at the ciſtern ;” and when 
theſe ſymptoms appear, and this highly 
finiſhed piece of mechaniſm ſhall be thus diſ- 
jointed and diſſolved, * Then ſhall the Duſt 
return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit 
{© ſhall return unto God who gave it.“ 


Theſe words contain a very diſtinct and com- 
prehenſive account of Death, becauſe it makes 
+ that 
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that juſt difference which ought always to be 
taken notice of between the body and = of 


With ſuch infinite iti 2 art is this 
union contrived by the author of our frame, 
that the Materialiſts, overlooking this diſtinct- 

tion, have ſuppoſed, that matter itſelf may be 
ſo organized, as to be capable of thinking, 
and have therefore ventured to aſſert, that 
when the ſtructure of the body is deſtroyed, 
the whole man ceaſes to exiſt, and comes to an 
utter end. But, according to that more noble 
and conſolatory deſcription, which right rea- 
ſon and ſcripture give us of human nature, 
there is a Spirit in man, an intelligent think- 
ing principle, to which the body is only an 
outward habitation, ** the earthly houſe of 
its tabernacle,” as St. Paul elegantly deſcribes 
it. So that the real exiſtence or lite of man, 
does not depend upon the duration of the 
bodily frame in which it now acts, but when 
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| ( 12) 
that is diſſolved and demoliſhed by age or ac- 
cident, yet {till the ſoul, the inviſible, immor- 
tal part ſubſiſts, though it hath not a body to 
render its actions viſible to the eyes, but ſeeks | 
ſome other habitation, and is no more ſeen, 


And as Solomon makes this juſt diſtinction 


between them, and deſcribes each according 
to its proper nature, ſo he does not fuffer us 


to forget the original of each, that the one 
was only duſt and earth, before it was 


aſſumed into part of the human frame, that 


the other was more immediately communica- 


ted from God, the inſpiration of the almighty 


having 1 8 him underſtanding. 


But the principal uſe of theſe words, and 
the chief thought they are intended to con- 
vey, is the different effects of Death upon 


both theſe parts of our nature. Let us attend 


to each of theſe, 


( 13 ) 

I. At that time when man expires, when 
the decays of nature are finiſhed, whether by 
flow degrees, or a ſudden deſpatch, whether 
by the progreſs of a lingering diſtemper, or 
by one violent ſhock, ** then ſhall the duſt 
return to the earth as it was.” It does indeed 
for ſome time retain the form of a human 
body, the leading features, but generally with 
a very ſenſible difference from the appearance 
it bore when living. How little beauty and 
attraction is there in the fineſt face when death 
hath ſpread its cold hand over it, and laid an 
_ arreſt upon the blood and ſpirits! The vital 
principle - which uſed to animate it, with- 
draws its influence, and returns no more. 
The countenance which we once beheld with 
- pleaſure, and which cheared us with its ſmilcs, 
now excites neither ſurpriſe nor love; but is 
looked upon with grief if not with horror. 
The graceful features die away into paleneſs 
and diſtortion. The active limbs become 
ſtiff and motionleſs, Silent is the tongue to 
"I whoſe 
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wie accents we wiſhed to liſten for ever. 
Sunk is the eye and cloſed in night, which 
looked ſerenity and chearfulneſs. The heart 
which beat with the beſt affections, is now 
become as a clod of the valley; and the well- 
contrived and beautiful fabric wears a de- 
formity which excites abhorrence, where it 
never failed to inſpire delight. We contem- 
plate for a few days the awful ruins, but the 
decency of mankind, as well as our reſpect, 
even to the lifeleſs remains of what was once 
our friend, ſoon oblige us to remove the 

faireſt forms from fight, 


Such is the ruinous and offenſive ſtate to 
which death reduces the human frame. When 


God pronounced the puniſhment of man'sdiſ- 


obedience, it ran in theſe terms: In the 


«« ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till 


thou return to the ground; for out of it 
« waſt thou taken: for duſt thou art, and 
„ unto duſt ſhalt thou return.” And this 

5 ſentence 


( 13 ) 
ſentence paſſeth upon all men, for that all are 


ſinners. For though man even in his firſt 


ſtate of innocence and perfection was natu- 
rally a mortal creature; yet it ſeems from the 
account we have of that ſtate in ſcripture, 
that if he had preſerved his innocence and 
obedience, the Divine Being would have pre- 
ſerved his life, as the Divine Power can cer- 


tainly ſuſtain, for ever, a body that is naturally 
liable to deſtruction, and preſerve it from any 


internal decays or outward accidents. The 
immortality that was deſigned for him if he 
had perſevered in his obedience, was deſigned 
as a peculiar favour and reward, and was not 
a natural conſequence of his ſtructure; for the 


means whereby this immortality was to be 
obtained was an external thing, the tree of 


life: and it does not appear that any change 
was made in the human body when man tranſ- 
greſſed. The means whereby the ſentence of 
death was executed, was not by an act of di- 
vine omnipotence putting a violent end to 


his 
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his life, or changing his natural compoſition, 


but by excluding him from the tree of life, and 


thus leaving nature, by its own tendency and 


gradual decay, to wear away and turn to its 


original principles. It was indeed a long 


time before death actually came upon him. 
The nature of man, being then vigorous and 
healthful, and not impaired by any irregu- 


larity, or weakened by inheriting the diſ- 


tempers of former generations, held out a pro- 


digious number of years before the body re- 


tur ned to the duſt, in compariſon of the haſty 


progreſs we make towards the grave. The 


preſent generations of men quickly vaniſh and 
mingle with the common earth. The body 
of man is a fine and delicate compoſition; it 
is an inſtrument of various pleaſures; there is 


ſenſe and motion in it while the lamp of life 


continues to burn; but it is ſoon blown out 
by a ſudden blaſt, or burns to the ſocket. The 
materials of which it is. compoſed are periſh- 
able, and it is the divine wiſdom and power 

alone 


3 

alone which hold the various parts ſo long to- 
gether. Upheld by the Almighty, they live 
and breathe for a little while, and then be- 
come as ſenſeleſs as the ground we tread on. 


Wat a leſſon of humility does death read 


to mankind The ſcriptures frequently re- 
mind us that our bodies are duſt in their ori- 
ginal, and ſhall ſhortly be reduced to the duſt 


again, to beget in us the virtue of an humble 


mind; that we dwell in houſes of clay, that 
our foundation is in the duſt, and that we are 
cruſhed before the moth. How empty a 


thing is the pride and pomp of mankind, the 


majeſtic and gay appearances of human crea- 


tures, when we extend our views a little for- 


ward and behold them all buried in filence 


and oblivion! How little foundation is there 
for that ſtate and inſolence that men are apt 


to aſſume, and that high opinion which they 
entertain upon any corporeal qualities or or- 


naments, when we conſider that theſe very 
C | bodies 
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bodies are in a little time to be blended with 
the common duſt of the earth. The worm 
is now the companion of thoſe who formerly 
boaſted of their alliances and the nobility of 
their deicent, and who thought themſelves of 
2 different ſpecies from the reſt of the world. 
A few feet of earth contain the aſhes of him 
who conquered the world. The ſhadows of 
a long night are ſtretched over all alike. Here 
end the glories of the world, and the men 
_ who had their portion in it; and to an eye of 
ſenſe, here terminate the hiſtory and exiſtence 
of man. Al! that remains, to appearance, 
of the greateſt monarch, the wiſeſt politician, 
the deareſt friend after death is a breathleſs 
corpſe, and that by degrees mingles with and 
cannot be diſtinguiſhed from the common 
duſt. _ 
But ſhall we repole an implicit confidence 
in Our lenſes? Doth the reaſonable, con- 
ſcious principle within ſhare the ſame fate 
with 
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( 19 ) 
with the body? When the earthly tabernac le 
falls, is the fpiritual inhabitant overwhelmed 
in its ruins? Shall truth and goodnefs, faith 
and piety lie buried in-the duſt? And can 
we entertain no pleaſing hope of meeting the 
uſeful member of ſociety, the beloved relative, 
the faithful teacher, and the affectionate 


friend any more? Can the natural affections 


and ſentiments of the human mind, admit 
ſuch a thought; eſpecially after having taſted 
of the good word of God, and the power of 
the world to come? Can you bear the thought 


that your venerable Paſtor, whoſe converſa- 


tion improved, whoſe benevolence charmed, 


and whoſe preaching edified you, is himſelf 


| periſhed in the gulph of annihilation ? Can 


the cordial affection of his numerous friends 
be ſatisfied in configning the object of their 
eſteem to everlaſting deſtruction, after having 
conſoled themſelves with the belief and ex- 
pectation of meeting him again in blifs, in the 
preſence of their common Father and Saviour, 
| (C.2 and 
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( 20 ) 
and amidſt the aſſembly of the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect? O fatal reverſe—ſevere 
diſappointment—killing ſtab to all the de- 
lights of virtuous and Chriſtian friendſhip, to 
the faireſt hopes of our rational nature, to the 
conſolations of humanity. 


But it cannot be, mybrethren—itis not ſo.* 
There is a nobler part of man which is other- 
wiſe diſpoſed of, when the body finks into 
the earth, and this leads us to the IId. thing 


to be conſidered, and the moſt material con- 


ſequence of death. 


« The ſpirit ſhall return unto God who 


gave 1t.” 


The ſoul or ſpirit of man does not return 
to the earth, nor partake of the ſame fate with 


the 


* Houd ita; tempus erit (nol; quo quærere modo) 
Hoe fatis eſt, hoc conflat, erit poſt funera tempus; 
Cum Deus, ut par eſt, æquos excernet iniquis, 
Sontibus infontes, et idonea cuique rependet, 
Is AAC Hawkins BROWNE, Esg. 


( 21 ) 

the body. Although they were united and 
ſubſiſted together, and bore each other com- 
pany in life, yet death makes a ſeparation be- 
tween them. The rational intelligent prin- 
ciple does not remain in the lifeleſs body, nor 
periſh with it. Death is the ruin of the body, 
burt it is only the removal of the foul, The 
union is then broken, and the mind departs 

from this earthly houſe of its tabernacle. The 
body is then diveſted of ſenſe and motion, 
clearly manifeſting the abſence of that ſpiri- 
tual principle which thought and acted in it. 


Chriſtianity indeed, informs us that this 
union ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed, and though the 
Toul takes its leave of the body at death, yet 
the power of God ſhall raiſe it out of the duſt, 
re-form its ſcattered parts, and fit it to be 
again the inſtrument of the mind, in its va- 
rious operations; but, for the preſent, there 
is as full and perfect a ſeparation as if they 
were never to be re- united. 


If 
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(22 ) 
If the ſoul, therefore, does not die with the 


body, whither does it go? As the body re- 
turns to its original, fo “ the ſpirit ſhall re- 


turn unto God who gave it.“ The ſoul goes 


to the great author of its being, the God of 
the ſpirits of all fleſh. They both flow back 
again to their own ſource; the body mingles 
with its original duſt, and the ſoul enters 
into the world of ſpirits. Our preſent earthly 
fate, and the bodies in which we are now 
impriſoned, are a veil between us and the 
intcllectual, ſpiritual world, which deprives 
us of all direct and viſible intercourſe with 
that world, and with that glorious Being who 
there manifeſts his preſence in the cleareſt 


manner. But when that veil is taken away, 
then thoſe objects, that were before unſeen, 


preſent themſelves to the unembodied mind. 
The ſcriptures, I think, clearly teach us that 
good men, when abſent from the body, are 
preſent with the Lord, not reduced from a 


courſe of uſefulneſs, to the fame uſeleſs con- 
dition 


( 23 ) 
dition with the body in the grave. It was 
the hope of being with Chriſt, not ſinking 
into a ſtate of inſenſibility, which the zealous 
apoſtle of the gentiles preferred to a longer 


continuance in his ſervice upon earth. And 


what can {o effectually reconcile us to the 


death of our pious friends, as the hope that 


they are poſſeſſed of this felicity? To his 
faithful care who hath the keys of death and 
the inviſible world, they often committed 
themſelves while living, and into his hands 
they chearfully reſigned their departing 
Ipirits. He has accepted the charge, taken 


them under his protection, received them 


into the manſions he went before to provide 


for them, and he will, as their great Lord and 


head, in due time, preſent them before the 
| throne of his Father with unſpeakable joy. 


The ſpirits of juſt men return to God to live 


eternally in his preſence, where there is ful- 


neſs of joy. But the impure and vicious 
ſpirit ſhall make its appearance before the 
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I. That it is a great conſolation under the 
* | proſpect of being reduced to duſt, that aur 
bodies ſhall riſe again at the laſt day. If in- 
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| | deed it be made ſufficiently known to us that 
j BM we ſhall live after death, whether in the 
l | body or out of the body, is not a ground for 
5 anxiety. However it hath pleaſed God to 
6 reveal to us in ſome degree this point alſo. 
Not only our natural hopes of a future ſtate 
] | are confirmed, we are alſo taught that we 
1 {hall be again cloathed with bodies ſuitable to 


| that heavenly ſtate. Theſe bodies in their 
preſent ſtate are not fit for the regions of 
' purity and joy. They want great refinements 
to accommodate them to the heavenly cli- 
| mate. 
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mate. This fleſh and blood till it is puri- 
| fied, cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 


That which was ſown in corruption, ſhall be 


' raiſed in incorruption ; that which was fown 


in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in glory; that 
which was ſown a natural body, ſhall be 


raiſed a ſpiritual body. Let us not then trem- 


ble to convey the bodies of our friends to the 
tomb. Does the Huſbandman fear to com- 


mit the good ſeed to the ground, becauſe for 
a while it appears to rot into common earth, 
when he believes it ſhall ſpring up and bring 


forth fruit, ſome an hundred fold, ſome ſixty, 


and ſome thirty? No—That is revived by 


dying and grows by putrefaction. It is ſown 
bare grain ; it riſes up inveſted and adorned 
with a beautiful cloathing. And if God fo 
clothe the graſs of the field, which to-day 7s, 
and to-morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? Let us only ſincerely endeavour to pu- 


rify ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh as well 
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as ſpirit, and « glorify God in our bodies,“ 
and the time will come when God . ſhall 
change theſe vile bodies, that they may be 
faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious body, 
according to that mighty working, whereby 
he is able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf.” 


II. Since from what has been ſaid we ſee 
what are the nature and effects of death, let 
us be hence led to prepare for it. 


\ Let us not murmur that this infirm, ſickly, 
and imperfect body is under a ſentence of 
mortality, but labour that when our earthly 
houſe of this Tabernacle is diffolved, we may 
have a building with God; an houſe not made 


with hands, eternal in the Heavens“. 


And ſince the Soul returns toGod who gave 
it, which is the point of greateſt conſequence, 
what a concern ſhould this excite in us, to 

make 


L 
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make a proper appearance before the God of 
the Spirits of all Heſh ! 


There is ſomething great and awful in the 
thought of a human Soul, appearing before 


its Maker to take its trial and hear its doom 


for eternity; to undergo that enquiry, and 


hear that ſentence, which ſhall fix its ſtate for 


ever. Letus endeavour to be in that diſpo- 


ſition of mind we ſhall wiſh to be when we 


make this awful appearance. And ſince we 
know not how ſoon our ſouls may be re- 
quired of us, and called back to God who 


gave them, let us; according to our Saviour's 


How many of the ſouls of our friends, 
with whom we lately converſed, are already 
returned to God ? The only way in which 
they can now be ſerviceable to us, the beſt 


_ hongur we can pay to their memories, and the 
| moſt uſeful improvement we can make of 
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theſe events, is to learn from them the neceſ- 
ſity of being prepared for a future and eternal 
ſtate. Our bodies will ſoon be mingled in 
the ſame duſt with theirs, and our ſpirits fol- 
low theirs to the God who gave them ; and 
if we would meet with a kind reception, and 
find pleaſure in our return to the author of 
our being, we muſt endeayour to purify our- 


ſelves as he is pure. 


When we ſeriouſly conſider this ſubject, 
what light does it throw on the dark valley 
of the ſhadow of Death! What delightful 
proſpects does it open to the eye of Faith! 
Who can deſcribe or conceive the joy of a 
glorified ſpirit in the moment that the body 
returns to the earth, and the ſpirit unto God ! 
When the ſoul is ſet at liberty from the in- 
cumbrances of fleſh and blood, with what 
tranſport does it fly to kindred ſpirits ! Theſe 
things ſurpaſs the language and imagination 

of 


Cn). | 
of mortals, and will continue to do ſo, till 
this mortal ſhall have put on immortality. 


How conſolatory are theſe reflections at all 
times, but more eſpecially when it pleaſes 
God to remove from us, thoſe who have been 
long endeared to us.---My brethren, the 
| breathleſs corpſe of your Paſtor, which we 
lately committed to the filent tomb, is but the 
ruin of the earthly tabernacle, the worn out 
_ garment with which for a while he was 
clothed. This only is returned to the Earth 
as it was. The immortal, unembodied ſpirit 
is returned to God who gave it, to report the 
manner in which his meſſage was delivered 
and received, THY 


But though we muſt not mnrmur that our 
friend is removed from us, we cannot but la- 
ment our own and the public loſs; a loſs . 
more ſeverely felt, becauſe it has ſo ſoon fol- 
Jowed the removal of two other miniſters of 
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great eminence and worth, any one of whoin 
would be a general loſs at any time. This 
ſociety has loſt a faithful Paſtor, who was 
ever ready to adviſe, comfort, conſole, and 
edify his flock. His Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry have loſt a prudent adviſer and a ge- 
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nerous friend. He was a zealous and ſuc- 

ceſsful ſolicitor for their relief; and his ap- 
plication for ſupport, both in public and pri- 
vate charities, had this recommendation, 
that however any man's opinion differed from 
his own, he never intentionally overlooked 
an indigent perſon, in the diſtribution of the 
numerous charities with which he was en- 


truſted. To be poor, and to be honeſt, were 
ſufficient inducements with him to be their 
advocate and patron. Tho' born and edu- 


cated in the principles of the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion, he no ſooner became capable of think- 
ing for himſelf, than he impartially conſidered 
the arguments by which Churchmen and 
Dillenters ſeverally defended their conduct, 
and 


„ 
and the arguments of the latter made ſo deep 
an impreſſion on his mind, that he became a 
Proteſtant Diſſenter from enquiry and convic- 
tion. He frequently mentioned the peruſal 
of Mr. Towgood's Letters to Mr. White, as 
having had great weight in forming his opi- 


nion, and ſettling his judgment. In adopt- 
ing theſe principles he made no ſmall ſacrifice , - 


of worldly emolument. His uncle, who was 
one of his Majeſty's Chaplains, offered, at his 
own expence, to ſend him to the Univerſity, 
and gave him every reaſon to expect conſide- 
rable preferment from his patronage, and the 
exertion of his own abilities. But it was a 
principle with him, to which he adhered 


through life, never to ſacrifice the liberty of 


thinking for himſelf at the ſhrine of worldly 
emolument. But though he embraced the 
principles of the Diſſenters, he wiſhed not to 


be underſtood as cenſuring thoſe, who, upon 


any principles, ſatisfactory to their own 
minds, profeſſed the public ſyſtem of Faith. 
He 
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He 'only claimed, that which he eſteemed 
equally the right of others, the liberty of 
thinking for himſelf. 


Beſides theſe general principles, which are 
embraced by all conſiſtent Proteſtants, thoſe 
who were in habits of - intimacy with him, 
muſt have obſerved, that ſtrong maſculine 


- underſtanding and knowledge of the world, 


which peculiarly qualified him for adviſing 
his friends in the critical emergencies and 
trials of life. His warm, ſocial affections 
led him to take a lively intereſt in the tem- 
poral ſucceſ s and moral conduct of thoſe for 


whom he profeſſed a regard. 


Independent and diſintereſted, he feared 
ſpeaking neceſſary truths to no one, and ab- 


| horred to the utmoſt, all approaches to mean 


and ſervile compliances, in any thing con- 
trary to his honor and his principles. No one 
could be more a ſtranger to diſguiſe and in- 
| ſincerity, 
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ſincerity, artifice and cunning, or a greater 


lover of honeſty and integrity, His feelings 
were naturally ſtrong, and his language full 


of energy, which rendered his converſation 
highly animated and intereſting ; and his 


ſenſe of religion and benevolent affections, 


prevented his feelings from betray ing him into 


the bitterneſs of party and perſonal invective. 
If ever he expreſſed himſelf with unuſual 

warmth, it was not againſt men but againſt 
principles, againſt principles which he conſi- 
dered as having a direct tendency to infidelity, 
by materializ ing the ſoul and giving up the 
' inſpiration of the ſcriptures, Unhappily he 


was not miſtaken as to the tendency of theſe 
opinions, but lived to ſee many who had em- 
braced them avowing themielves unbelievers. 


Of his manner of conducting the ſolemn 
duties of the ſabbath, you who were his con- 
ſtant hearers are more. competent judges than 


myſelf. From the advice he has given to 
E others, 
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others, I am convinced he would not bewilder 
his heareis in the labyrinths of controverſy, 
or the nice diſtinctions of the ſchoolmen, he 
would not lead his flock for nouriſhment, to 
to the dry and barren hills of cold and unedi- 


fying ſpeculation, but into good paſtures and 


to feed by the ſtill waters of life. His dif- 
courſes would be rational and practical, ſcrip- 
tural and evangelical. It could have been 
ſuch a courſe of preaching alone which has 
ſo greatly endeared him to this ſociety ; and 
which, united with that candid and peace- 
able temper he cheriſhed in himſelf and 
inculcated on others, excite at this moment a 
train of painful recollections. Yes, and I 
wilt bear my teſtimony with you to the 
friendly diſpoſitions of his heart. During an 
intercourſe of five-and-twenty years, I never 
experienced from him any thing but affe&tian 
and kindneſs, and I ſhall ever cheriſh the re- 
membrance of his friendſhip as one of the 
chief felicities of my life. 


| Having 
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Having taken this view of the character of 


Dr. Harris, curioſity and attachment concur 


in prompting us to extend the retroſpect, and 
we become ſolicitous to know ſomething of 
his connexions, and the leading events of a 
life in which we have been deeply intereſted, 


He was born in the Prin cipality of Wales, 
in the year 1731. Soon after his birth, his 


parents removed with their tamily to Exeter, 


in which city he received his grammar'educa- 
tion, and acquired a taſte for literature which 
nothing could extinguiſh. It was the ori- 


ginal intention of his parents to bring him up 
to buſineſs, but his friends perceiving the 


ſtrong bent of his mind to literary purſuits, 
adviſed them to conſent to his going to ſome 
academy. Accordingly, about the year 1754, 
we find him ſettled in an Academy kept at 
that time at Mile-End. Having received all 


the advantages this inſtitution could afford 


him, he finiſhed his education at another 
IE 2 Academy, 


. 1 v4 Y29 he «a Pay ts LA 


("8.73 
Academy, in Well-Cloſe-Square, under the 
tuition of Dr. Jennings, and two other very 
able Tutors. 


In Jan. 1762, he entered on the Miniſterial 
Office, having attained the age, as he himſelf 
oblerved, at which his Divine Maſter began 
his public Miniſtry. He did not chuſe to 
enter on his Paſtoral Office immediately on 


leaving the Academy, but ſpent the three firſt 


years of his Miniſtry, in afliſting his friend 
Dr. Furneaux at Clapham. Much of this 
time was deyoted to a thorough examination 
of the moſt remarkable controverted doctrines. 
He did not ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed on 
by the confidence with which the violent of 


all parties delivered their ſentiments, and not 


having embraced the novel opinion „that the 
writers of the New "Teſtament had actually 
been guilty of miſtakes and falſe reaſoning, 


| he brought the different doctrines to the 
ſtandard of truth, to the law, and to the teſti- 


mony, 


EE) 


mony, and by theſe means happily ſteered 


between the oppoſite extremes. 


In 1766, he was unanimouſly invited by 


this Society to aſſiſt your venerable Paſtor 


Dr. Earle. This truly reſpectable Miniſter 


lived till 1768, when Dr. Harris ſucceeded 


him in the Paſtoral Office, in which he has 


continued without any interruption for 27 
years. But his public ſervices were not con- 


fined to the duties of this place. 


His penetrating judgment well fitted him 
for public buſineſs, and his known honor and 


integrity early recommended him as a proper 


_ perſon to be entruſted with the public funds 
belonging tothe Difſenters ; and his colleagues 
will bear teſtimony to his activity and fidelity 
in the diſcharge of his truſt, till bodily diſor- 


ders interrupted his uſefulneſs, and put a final 


period to a life, the greater part of which had 
been ſpent in relieving the preſent wants, 


and 
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( 3B ) 
and making proviſion for the future happineſs 
of his fellow creatures. ; 


And now, my Brethren, a new ſcene opens 
upon you, who are the Members of this Con- 
gregation, in the election of a ſucceſſor. 


Permit me to obſerve to you, that you ſtand 


accountable for the ſacred inheritance of free- 
dom in chuſing your own Miniſters, delivered 
to you from your fathers, and that what you 
now do, may affect you, your children, and 
the diſſenting cauſe for generations to come. 
Your ſociety, for more than a century, has 


been diſtinguiſhed by a ſucceſſion of reſpect- 


able Miniſters, and to you the diſſenting 
congregations in the country have been in- 
debted for very liberal contributions for their 
ſupport. As you ſtand in a conſpicuous 
point of view, your example will have influ - 
ence in other ſocieties, whole zeal in their 
profeſſion will be animated by your conſiſtency 
and ſteadineſs, or damped by your lukewarm- 

neſs 
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neſs and inſtability. Suffer me therefore with 


the ſincereſt affection to this ſociety, from 


which I have experienced many marks of at- 
tention and friendſhip, and from a concern for 
the credit of religion in general to exhort you 
not to forſake the aſſembling of yourſelves to- 


_ gether, but let the regularity of your atten- 


dance in this place during the vacancy, be 
ſuch as to preſerve to your ſociety that reſpec- 
tability in this city to which it has been 


hitherto ſo juſtly entitled. Proceed my Bre- 


thren, with caution, union and peace among 
yourſelves, and with an humble dependance 
on divine direction on this intereſting occa- 


ſion. Let every one follow the things which 


make for peace, and conſult the good of the 
whole without any undue concern for the gra- 

tification of his own inclination and taſte. 
Check every beginning and tendency in your- 
ſelves or others to inflame and diſunite you. 
Manifeſt to the world the reaſonableneſs of 
your chuſing your own Miniſters, by the fit 


and 
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awd laudable manner in which you make 
uſe of it. She that you have profited by the 
example which your late Paſtor has ſet you of 
moderation, prudence and candour. Nothing 
would have grieved him more than the appre- 

henſion of diſcord in the choice of a ſucceſſor, 
and if the ſpirits of the departed have yet any 
' converſe with this world, if your deceaſed 
Paſtor retain any remembrance of the paſt, 
and any ſenſe of your preſent ſituation, it will 
be ſome 1ddition to his felicity, to think that 
thoſe leſſons of faith and piety, benevolence 


and candour he delivered, are not forgotten 
NE ION 


63 


or diſregardet. 
| EA Ch; 

May the great Head of the Church give 
you a Paſtor after his own heart, who ſhall 
aſſiſt you in your paſſage through this life and 
your preparation for that world where we 
ſhall again meet all that have been truly valu- 
able to us, never to ſeparate or die any more. 
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